
Even though it does not provide a comprehensive view of Jesuit activities in Latin
America, which would be a rather Sisyphean task, this book provides a historical
variety pack. It allows students and scholars alike to see the vast panorama of the Jesuit
influence on colonial Latin America. At times, the multiplicity of topics can seem a
little jarring between chapters. Taking a step back, however, the volume forms a mosaic
of cultural and human interactions that defined many regions of the Americas.
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SIXTEENTH-CENTURY FAMILY TIES

Transatlantic Obligations: Creating the Bonds of Family in Conquest-Era Peru and Spain.
By Jane E. Mangan. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015. Pp. 272. $135.00
cloth; $37.95 paper.
doi:10.1017/tam.2021.82

Jane E. Mangan rewrites family history in early colonial Peru with an approach that seeks
to establish the importance of conquest and links across distance between family members.
These links across the ocean allow her to detect affective relationships where indifference
and domination have been largely thought of as the main characteristics in formal and
informal families between conquerors and indigenous women and their mestizo
children. However, Professor Mangan finds solid evidence that things happened in a
different way, at least to some extent.

The sample of evidence used is small in relation to the universe of possible cases, but it is
representative to rethink in part one of the central themes of the social changes that
occurred in the Andes in the sixteenth century. The author has done a wonderful job
with the notarial information in Lima and Arequipa, as well as in Seville, to capture
human intentions behind legal forms. She uses documentation that relates fathers,
mothers, sons and daughters, legitimate husbands and wives, concubines, and
authorities to give a view of family ties based on commitments that go beyond formal
obligations. The analysis of letters exchanged by spouses, dowries for mestizo
daughters, contracts for learning trades and for domestic bonded labor, license
applications for travel between Spain and Peru, cartas-poder to take guardianship of
children, remittances to cover the needs of children and spouses, and other evidence all
show the existence of affective sentiments and family and social demands alongside
legal mandates that regulated aspects of family life at that time.

From this rich and suggestive book and its new themes and approaches, I want to
highlight two aspects that I find particularly interesting. The author shows that in
many cases Spanish parents honored their commitments by taking care of their mestizo
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children and educating them so that they lived within the principles of Spanish culture and
Christianity. Therefore, they preferred that their mestizo sons and daughters live with them
or with their Spanish relatives and acquaintances in Peru or Spain, entrusting them to
master craftsmen or Spanish houses to secure their futures both economically and
culturally. They also provided resources for marriage (dowries and sweeps). However, we
must consider the seignorial attitudes of the Spanish parents. To welcome their natural
or illegitimate children was a manifestation of social power, especially considering that
the entenados and criados were often in a subordinate situation in the family.

I alsowant to highlight the Spanish family that was divided by conquest: wives abandoned
on the peninsula while their husbands initiated new families in the Andes. From the royal
cédula on “maridable life” of 1528, Mangan emphasizes the imperial policy of
colonization at the early stages after the conquest. I think it is necessary to continue
studying this subject to establish the extent to which Spanish colonization in the Andes
reflects the model of a colony settled by entire Spanish families voluntarily. The result of
the changes studied in the book is a new family, different from the Spanish and the
Andean: enlarged, mixed, and mestizo. This is one of the conclusions and one of the
main contributions of this book, which is easy to read despite its ample and rich
information.

This is a social history of colonization, and this new research must be taken into account to
enrich the historical picture of Peru after the conquest. Therefore, I am convinced that the
book deserves to be translated and published in Spanish.
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FEMALE SLAVEHOLDERS

Jamaica Ladies, Female Slaveholders and the Creation of Britain’s Atlantic Empire. By
Christine Walker. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2020. Pp. 336.
$22.95 paper.
doi:10.1017/tam.2021.83

Christine Walker ofrece un libro original y polémico. Una obra que pone en discusión los
cimientos de la interpretación dominante sobre la esclavitud y el colonialismo en el Caribe.
Como advierte Walker la historiografía hegemónica ha presentado a ese mundo como
hipermasculino, protagonizado por piratas, colonos, militares, comerciantes y
plantadores. Las mujeres, salvo excepciones, suelen ser vistas como actoras de repartos,
pasivas y como víctimas de la esclavitud y de la violencia sexual. Sin negar el horror del
sistema, Walker se ha propuesto alterar esa narrativa tradicional poniendo a las mujeres
libres y libertas, europeas, euro-africanas y afrodescendientes en el centro de la escena.
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