
negotiating expertise, political capital and public profile. She captures well the
daunting scope of what the returnees took on in creating their community anew,
work that is still evolving.

A B I G A I L E. A D AM SCentral Connecticut State University
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Henry J. Frundt, Fair Bananas : Farmers, Workers, and Consumers Strive to Change an
Industry (Tucson AZ: University of Arizona Press, 2009), pp. xvii+273, $65.00,
$26.95 pb.

Fair Bananas is much more than the first detailed look into the world of fair trade
bananas – it is the most comprehensive book on the global banana industry available
today. Frundt’s impressive discussion revolves around what appears to be a rela-
tively simple question : how do we get to something resembling a ‘ fair banana ’?
Neither the question nor the answer is easy, however, and both require us to
understand how the banana industry became so profoundly unfair in the first place.
And, as Frundt shows, even once we understand what went wrong, there is no
agreement around how to move forward, or even about what fair trade means.

For some, fair trade requires overturning the capitalist system and reversing the
unequal terms of trade between Northern consumers and Southern producers. For
others, it means restoring or rebuilding a tariff/quota system that protects small
farmers. Others want a system that provides just wages and working conditions,
protects the environment, and helps build local communities. Ultimately, for Frundt,
the primary concern is less about coming up with a definition of a fair banana that
we can all agree upon and more about building alliances between farmers, workers,
consumers and activist NGOs. It is through those alliances, and the struggles they
embody, that fair trade has emerged and can be realised in the future.

Fair Bananas consists of 15 chapters and ultimately touches on just about every
aspect of the banana industry from the late 1800s to the present. It is amazing that
Frundt is able to pull this off in a coherent and concise way while charting a path
forward. The book begins with two hypotheses. First, Frundt posits that more and
more people now agree that those who grow and pack bananas ought to receive a
living wage in a healthy environment. We may not agree on a precise definition of
fair trade, let alone the path to get there, but there is a broad consensus among
growing sectors in both the North and South that we need a better banana. Second,
Frundt hypothesises not only that this consensus is emerging, but also that through
unified action these groups – including farmers, workers, consumers and acti-
vists – can achieve this objective. In reality, these are less hypotheses than analytical
entries into an argument that collective action can produce a better banana. Fair
Bananas is ultimately an optimistic book, but one that is written by someone who has
a clear sense of the obstacles ahead.

Frundt begins with a discussion of corporate power within the industry, moving
from the early history of the banana barons at the end of the nineteenth century
through to Chiquita’s payment to Colombian paramilitaries and the growing
power of supermarkets at the end of the twentieth century. This is followed by a
similar treatment of the fair trade alternative, looking at its historical emergence and
contemporary structure. The next couple of chapters chart the rise of progressive
political activity around the contemporary banana industry and the potential of fair
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trade to unify various groups. The rest of the book then explores the central issues
and challenges facing the banana industry today, moving from environmental and
trade problems to worker and small farmer organising, the potential for organic
products, the rise of third-party monitoring within the industry, and the response of
the corporate giants to fair trade. Frundt then finishes with a look at recent efforts to
forge and promote fairer trade within the industry.

In the end, regardless of whether one shares Frundt’s optimism with respect to
the potential of fair trade, one is left with a true understanding how the banana
industry emerged and currently operates, who benefits and loses from the system,
and why a diverse range of groups now agree that we need a better banana. Fair
Bananas is obviously a must-read for anyone interested in the banana industry, fair
trade and international solidarity, but it also provides a wonderful way of under-
standing the global economy, US–Latin American relations, and collective action.

S T E V E S T R I F F L E RUniversity of New Orleans
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Allen Wells, Tropical Zion : General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (Durham NC
and London, Duke University Press, 2009), pp. xxxi+447, £69.00, £17.99 pb.

This fascinating book traces the story of Sosúa, an agricultural settlement established
on the northern coast of the Dominican Republic in 1940 for refugees escaping Nazi
persecution in Europe. The book recreates the protracted relocation to the tropics
of 757 refugees, the fortunate few out of hundreds of thousands frenetically
searching for a place of escape in a period when countries closed their doors to
Jewish refugees.

This was a time when policies encouraging massive migration to the Americas,
which had resulted in over 11 million immi-grants relocating to Latin America alone
between 1854 and 1924, came to an end. Due to fear and xenophobia, countries
turned a blind eye to the plight of the persecuted. The consciousness of an imminent
genocide and the very term used later on to refer to it, as coined by Rafael Lemkin,
had not yet crystallised. Only the postwar revelations of the brutality of the
Holocaust would enable the world to reframe the early plight of a stateless people, a
plight at that time undefined as a humanitarian crisis and one which would convince
the Nazis and their collaborators that they could carry out the grossest human rights
violations and crimes against humanity of the modern era with impunity. Partly due
to the fear of receiving a fifth column of Nazi collaborators but mostly due to the
combination of a worldwide xenophobic zeitgeist reinforced by the economic
crisis of the 1930s, governments adopted nationalist and protectionist policies that
closed their doors to refugees in general and Jewish refugees in particular. The works
of scholars such as Maria Luiza Tucci Carneiro have amply documented this wave of
relative closure of borders to Jews fleeing for their lives to Brazil, a restrictive trend
replicated in most states throughout the Americas.

At the centre of the book – published shortly after Marion Kaplan’s Dominican
Haven (2008) – is the puzzling fact that the Dominican Republic, at that time a
country of 3.5 million inhabitants controlled with an iron grip by the dictator Rafael
Trujillo, was the only country attending the 1938 Evian Conference on refugees to
offer to open its doors and receive up to 100,000 persons escaping from Germany
and Austria. Making sense of this promise and its only partial fulfilment, the book
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