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Lest there be any doubt as to the veracity of this textual and oral evidence,
the book is profusely illustrated with over one hundred and fifty photo-
graphs, the majority contemporary to the time, including a few dozen
which were taken by the fascist occupying forces proudly documenting
the atrocities they had committed.

Obviously a labor of love and commitment (the book is dedicated “to
the innocents who died in the Massacre of Addis Ababa”), Campbell’s focus
on small details can occasionally be overwhelming. There are only so many
ways one can depict how thousands of men, women, children, babies, the
elderly, and the imprisoned were killed—stabbed, bayoneted, disemboweled,
decapitated, hanged, bludgeoned with shovels, or burned alive in their
homes. The killing was barbaric; the methods inhuman. Whether these kill-
ings occurred between certain hours on the first, second, or third day of the
massacre will be less critical for most readers. The detailed descriptions of
different sorts of military weapons the Italians used in the occupation are
interesting, but the speed at which tanks or armored cars moved, their
weight, the chassis on which they were they built, and whether their machine
guns could be replaced by flamethrowers, seems somewhat unnecessary
(106-8). So too are the model number, the caliber, and manufacturer of
certain machine guns (49-50), but for the reader who wants such speci-
ficity, it is all there.

This is the third of three books Campbell has written on aspects of the
Italian occupation. The other two, The Plot to Kill Graziani (2010) and
The Massacre of Debre Libanos (2014) are both published by Addis Ababa
University Press and therefore less accessible. With the publication of The
Addis Ababa Massacre by Oxford University Press, there is no longer any rea-
son for this war crime not to be included among the other barbarous evils
that stained the twentieth century.
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Gaim Kibreab. The Eritrean National Service: Servitude for ‘the Common
Good’ and the Youth Exodus. Rochester: James Currey, 2017. xiv + 215 pp. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. $90. Cloth. ISBN: 978-1-84701-160-2.

Various African nationalist experiments have come into being since the
1960s intended to mobilize the younger generation for the purposes of
nation building. The Eritrean National Service (ENS) is but an extreme
and more contemporary example of this trend, inviting comparison
with the efforts of nations such as Nigeria and Tanzania to compel youth
to provide labor for various public works projects while submitting to
military-style discipline. In most such experiments, the objective is not
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only to construct schools or to clear roads but also to produce the kind
of citizen deemed necessary for nation building—one that is disciplined,
obedient, revels in hard work, and is willing to sacrifice personal inter-
ests for the sake of the collective good; one who furthermore eschews
ethnic or sectarian attachments that might potentially undermine the
unity of the nation. Gaim Kibreab’s study, The Eritrean National Service:
Servitude for ‘the Common Good’ and the Youth Exodus, is part of a larger
literature that gives serious consideration to African nationalist desires
to fashion a new kind of citizen; in a time and place allegedly full of
“soft” and corrupt states, in which an ethic of public service sometimes
seems far from the norm, some regimes in Africa have been surprisingly
avid in their pursuit of various social engineering projects, directed in
particular toward the youth.

However, Kibreab does not set out to explore these larger contexts
(including the fascinating question of whence African nationalists derived
such ideas) so much as to assess the effectiveness of the ENS in achieving
its stated goals, and its general impact on Eritrean society. The regime of
Isaias Afwerki claims that a policy requiring many thousands of young
people to engage in forced labor for a large chunk of their adult lives is
justified in order to build the nation, protect it from Ethiopian aggres-
sion, and develop self-reliance. Yet Kibreab argues that this policy fails to
meet these objectives, and instead further impoverishes Eritreans, pro-
duces scarcities of food and labor, and triggers mass flight. Anyone who
has been following Africa’s recent outward refugee flows is probably aware
that young Eritreans form a tragic and disproportionate component of
that exodus; from 2000 to 2014 over 130,000 Eritreans sought asylum in
the EU countries alone (185).

Kibreab observes that although in the early 1990s most young Eritreans
initially accepted an eighteen-month period of national service as legiti-
mate and necessary for the public good, such attitudes began to shift dra-
matically when in 1998 the period of service was, atleast in theory, extended
to nearly all males from the ages of eighteen to fifty-four and females from
the ages of eighteen to forty-seven. The author notes that every year the
state inducts approximately 25,000 youth into the ENS, and about half a
million have served in the program since its inception (20). Only war
veterans, the disabled, and some Muslim women and members of relatively
remote ethnic groups have been exempt. As a result, the ENS is often
regarded as a modern form of slavery—though by how many Eritreans it is
impossible to say.

In addition, Kibreab asserts that while the ENS has helped to instill
a sense of common nationhood among recruits, it has largely failed to
inculcate a spirit of self-sacrifice anywhere close to that which pertained
during the fight for independence. This is not only due to the passing of
the unique historical circumstances that produced such a spirit in the
first place; ENS commanders have also developed a reputation for imposing
severe physical punishments as well as sexually abusing their female
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recruits. Their unsavory reputation extends even to using recruits as a
free workforce for their own private benefit. Further undermining morale
is the unfairness of a system that allows some Eritreans to escape service
through bribery or personal connections. The forced recruitment of so
many young people, Kibreab argues, has furthermore undermined families’
ordinary coping strategies, exacerbated poverty and undernourishment, and
left aging parents bereft of their children’s support. Ironically, a policy intended
to promote national self-reliance has in reality rendered Eritrean families more
dependent than ever on remittances sent from the relatively few sons and
daughters who have successfully fled abroad.

Kibreab deserves praise for raising awareness concerning the predica-
ment faced by an entire generation of Eritrean youth. Yet due to negligent
editing and the author’s penchant for repetition, the book’s length could
have been reduced by at least a quarter without detracting from its main
arguments. In addition, because the author was for obvious reasons unable
to conduct research within Eritrea, he relies instead on various reports
from the Eritrean government, the UN, IMF, World Bank, and indepen-
dent analyses. Kibreab also makes extensive use of in-depth interviews and
data gathered from surveys administered to members of the Eritrean dias-
pora. Yet employing random samplings of opinion among those who have
already voted with their feet makes it very difficult to gauge the extent to
which their critique is pervasive in Eritrean society. Kibreab frankly acknowl-
edges such methodological limitations; he notes the survey’s findings are
“indicative” rather than “conclusive” (10). Even so, his work has immense
value as a much needed, albeit incomplete, study of the tragic impact of
the ENS upon Eritrean society in general and on the youth of Eritrea in

particular.
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During the 1940s and 1950s, as British power in Uganda waned, Ignatius
Musazi, Eridadi Mulira, Abubakar Mayanja, and Benedicto Kiwanuka ques-
tioned, researched, and considered what the future should look like.

In Colonial Buganda and the End of Empive: Political Thought and Historical
Imagination in Africa, Jonathon Earle deploys methods such as library
analysis and textual genealogies to re-center Ganda history away from
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