
Lovis in Chapter 2) that archaeological simulations
will usually be able to be as precise as some models
in other fields because of inherent archaeological
uncertainties and biased and missing data. And they
all struggle with the fact (observed by Whitley in
Chapter 8) that fully documenting and exploring a
model can take a lot of time, and it is nearly impossible
to ever present all of these explorations to readers.

This is a well-crafted volume that is essential read-
ing for those who construct archaeological simula-
tions, and it is an educational read for any other
archaeologist to reflect on how to grapple explicitly
with uncertainty in our field.

The Bioarchaeology of Socio-Sexual Lives: Queering
Common Sense About Sex, Gender, and Sexuality.
PAMELA L. GELLER. 2017. Springer, Cham,
Switzerland. xxi + 232 pp. $109.99 (hardcover),
ISBN 978-3-319-40993-1. $109.99 (paperback),
ISBN 978-3-319-82236-5. $84.99 (e-book), ISBN
978-3-319-40995-5.

Reviewed by Molly K. Zuckerman, Mississippi State
University

Over the past several decades, theory-building on sex,
gender, and sexuality has flourished within anthropol-
ogy, especially within archaeology and sociocultural
anthropology. However, biological anthropology,
including bioarchaeology, has greatly lagged. Within
bioarchaeology, this lag is partially due to material
concerns. It is true that biological sex has long been
estimated from morphological characteristics of
human skeletal material. But sex, gender, and sexual-
ity are being increasingly recognized as plastic and
highly culturally and historically contingent, with
material traces that can therefore be complex to iden-
tify and reconstruct within skeletal material without
substantial contextual information. The lag is also
attributable to bioarchaeology’s still limited engage-
ment with contemporary, third- and fourth-wave
gender and feminist theory from within the broader
discipline of anthropology, the larger social sciences,
and the humanities. Viewed from this perspective,
Pamela Geller’s The Bioarchaeology of Socio-Sexual
Lives: Queering Common Sense About Sex, Gender,
and Sexuality represents a major advance for building,
using, and applying contemporary gender and feminist
theory in bioarchaeology, and I highlight three major
aspects of its contributions here.

First, Geller comprehensively reviews third- and
fourth-wave theory at the beginning of the book, sur-
veying the diversity of these concepts while keeping

her explanations and examples grounded in bioar-
chaeology. (Third-wave theory mainly focuses on inter-
sectionality, social constructivist approaches, gender
performativity, queer theory, and new materialism,
whereas fourth-wave theory is anchored in the digital
world and intersectionality, particularly related to sys-
tems of power that reinforce the stratification of tra-
ditionally marginalized groups [e.g., women of color,
LGBTQIA+ communities]). For example, Geller pro-
vides case studies in each chapter, tethering theoretical
perspectives to examples from the bioarchaeological
record. Importantly, this aspect of the book provides
valuable guidance to bioarchaeologists who are less
well versed in social theory about how these ideas—
mostly developed to better understand current cultures
and living bodies—might apply to the human past and
human skeletal material.

Second, Geller convincingly rejects the utility of
the traditional idea, rooted in second-wave theory,
that sex and gender are rigidly binary systems, with
exclusive meanings that are consistent across all tem-
poral and cultural contexts. Instead, Geller advocates
for integrating ideas from both concepts and exploring
evidence of “socio-sexual” lives in the bioarchaeologi-
cal record. This original concept encompasses the
interrelated but distinct and intersecting social iden-
tities represented by sex, gender, and sexuality and
their effects on human lived experiences. Analyses
of socio-sexual lives within bioarchaeology, Geller
argues, should be focused on relational aspects of
identity and experience, and thoroughly contextual-
ized culturally, historically, and/or ethnographically.
Given bioarchaeology’s time depth and emphasis on
thematerial body, such analyses could create an unprec-
edently wide range of opportunities to uncover the
diversity of sex, gender, sexuality—socio-sexual
lives—in the past. Applying this approach in bioar-
chaeology would involve doing new research as well as
rethinking old research. The opportunities are broad
because much of the evidence so far uncovered on
sex, gender, and sexuality in the past has been obfus-
cated by presentist approaches, which are overwhelm-
ingly heteronormative. It is helpful that Geller
accompanies these recommendations with numerous
proposals for future research questions and topics, giv-
ing other bioarchaeologists a clear path forward rather
than leaving them confused about how to apply the
concept of socio-sexual lives to the past.

Finally, Geller’s text represents a major advance
because it constructively demonstrates that bioarchae-
ological work on sex, gender, and sexuality that is
anchored in contemporary gender and feminist theory
can change not only how we understand social iden-
tities and the lived realities people in the past but
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howwe do so in the present as well. Specifically, when
bioarchaeologists find evidence of the diversity of
socio-sexual lives in the past, it demonstrates that the
idea that systems of sex, gender, and sexuality are sta-
tic, universal, and therefore “natural” for humans is a
fallacy. Consequently, this work can contribute to
broader ongoing efforts in anthropology—and in the
social sciences and the humanities more generally—
to denaturalize contemporary societal understandings
of sex, gender, and sexuality and other aspects of social
identity, such as race. Denaturalizing these systems
can help to undermine contemporary societal expecta-
tions that these systems should be rigid and binary. It
can also contribute to eroding the prescriptiveness of
social norms for femininity and masculinity.
Altogether, therefore, bioarchaeological work on the
diversity of socio-sexual lives in the past can make
meaningful inroads into undermining justifications
for gendered prejudice, heteronormativity, and other
forms of intolerance, discrimination, and violence
based on sex, gender, and sexuality; these forms of
intolerance are all built on the aforementioned fallacy.
Geller provides bioarchaeology with a powerful path
forward as bioarchaeologists work to produce
engaging research that is both attentive to diversity and
change in the past as well as relevant and helpful for con-
temporary societies.

Native Providence: Memory, Community, and Survi-
vance in the Northeast. PATRICIA E. RUBERTONE.
2020. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. xxvi +
434 pp. $80.00 (hardcover), ISBN 978-1-4962-
1755-4. $80.00 (e-book), ISBN 978-1-4962-2399-9.
$80.00 (PDF), ISBN 978-1-4962-2401-9.

Reviewed by Kathleen J. Bragdon, William & Mary

For those who have had the good fortune to live in
Providence, Rhode Island, Patricia Rubertone’s fine
new book, Native Providence: Memory, Community,
and Survivance in the Northeast is revelatory—an
entirely new way of looking at this old “thoroughfare”
city. For others not so lucky, Rubertone’s innovative
work still stands out as a model of historical archaeo-
logical analysis and practice—an embodiment of the
hopes of the discipline’s founders that the skillful
inter-reading of archaeological collections, geograph-
ical evidence, and what James Deetz called “docu-
facts” can contribute to analyses that transcend the
study of any one of these bodies of data separately.

The topic of the book is the Native residents and
neighborhoods hidden in plain sight in nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century Providence. This was an

“urban” Indian landscape characterized by materi-
alized links of mutual support, creative uses by its
occupants of diverse resources, their strategic patterns
of mobility, and their links to ancestral communities in
what had come to be known as New England. Ruber-
tone’s consideration of these topics frees us from an
overly rigid understanding of Native regional dynam-
ics, and it is a tribute to Native survivance.

The Native population of Providence was drawn
from several tribal groups in the region during the
eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries as
well as from descendants of Indigenous groups who
had been irreparably dispersed early in the region’s
postcontact colonial history. As Rubertone demon-
strates, these diverse Native peoples developed a city-
wide network and also maintained ties with the less
precarious communities of Wampanoags, Nipmucs,
Narragansetts, and Pequots who lived in more rural
and more isolated areas of New England. Through par-
ticipation in yearly ceremonials, through visits and let-
ters, and by serving as hosts for a continuing stream of
Native newcomers from elsewhere, the people of
Native Providence retained a sense of “Indianness”
in challenging circumstances.

Although it is entirely based on original research,
Rubertone dedicates her book to the late William Sim-
mons, her Brown University colleague, another
anthropologist deeply immersed in the study and
appreciation of southern New England’s Indigenous
past. Simmons was a master of the study of Native
folklore, of memory, and of bringing the unnoticed
into view. Rubertone’s work is a fitting tribute to
him. Furthermore, she has sought out and celebrated
the thoughts and experiences of many Native collab-
orators, some of whom she has worked with for
years, others young Native scholars entering the field
of Indigenous studies in their own right.

Divided into seven chapters—including an intro-
duction and epilogue—the book includes copious
references, useful appendices, original maps, and
reproductions of older but less-well-known documents
relevant to her topic. She has chosen to examine the
urban Indian landscape and history of Providence
through the medium of small excavations of a number
of Native homesites, business properties, and gather-
ing places she previously identified through maps and
other historical records as well as through oral history.
Manyof these buildings, neighborhoods, and other spaces
no longer exist. But through imaginative reconstruction
using archaeology, census data, city directories, and
other sources, Rubertone has brought these homes,
businesses, and gathering places back to life.

More interesting still, Rubertone has delved into
the biographies of many of the subjects of her
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