
course of the sixteenth century the Spanish state decided to intervene. The venal
secretaries of the Inquisition and the blackmailing linajudos were duly chastised;
the libros verdes or ‘green books’ containing unwelcome genealogical details were
destroyed; and the forged genealogies proving racial purity were accepted
without too close an inspection. The authorities, Soria Mesa writes, ‘encouraged
forgetting. Otherwise the State would have been left without servants, given the
enormous degree of mixture between Old and New Christians’.

The situation of the Moriscos, converted Muslims and their descendants, was also
more complex than is usually suspected, as we see from the excellent survey by
Luis Bernabé Pons. The Moriscos have often been presented as a minority, smaller
than that of the Conversos but substantial in some areas, embittered, harassed and
longing to return to Islam. Although this might apply to certain communities,
there are countless examples of the very opposite, of a complete assimilation into
Spanish society and a deep commitment to the Catholic Church. A few may have
had some sympathy for the Reformation, but they were exceptional. Possibly more
may have inherited a tendency towards mysticism, once Islamic, which they intro-
duced into their Catholic beliefs. The documentation, however, is far less abundant
than in the case of the Conversos. What is documented, on the other hand, is the
expulsion of the Moriscos by Philip III betwen  and , one of the most igno-
minious deeds in the history of Spain. In her interesting paper Stephanie Cavanaugh
shows how the pleas for exemption of perfectly integratedMoriscos were ignored and
how the many voices of illustrious churchmen who opposed the decree fell on deaf
ears. Yet efforts were indeed made to keep in Spain the children of the exiles, to sep-
arate them from their families and to provide them with a Catholic education, while
Morisca wives of Old Christians were also exempted from expulsion. A small propor-
tion of the Morisco population remained, fully integrated in local society.

The twelve papers in the fourth volume of The Conversos and Moriscos in late medi-
eval Spain and beyond, originally given at a conference held in , bring out
various aspects of Converso culture, including artistic patronage in the circle of
Pablo de Santa María, the Converso bishop of Burgos, the theme of divine compas-
sion in Constantino Ponce de la Fuente’s Doctrina cristiana, and the humanism of
Juan de Malara. The essays are somewhat uneven, but some of the contributions
are of such high quality that the book is most welcome. One might have expected
a collection of essays such as this to provide some information about the contribu-
tors, but unfortunately there is none.

ALASTAIR HAMILTONWARBURG INSTITUTE,
LONDON
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‘Rome appears like a floating city, disconnected from and impervious to the
outside world.’ Jessica Maier’s description of Antonio Tempesta’s (–)
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pictorial map of Rome in her contribution to this volume could equally refer to
conceptions of the city cultivated and deployed by its papal princes, civic govern-
ors, élites and artists. As the editors of this volume emphasise, early modern
Rome was both a place and an idea: Roma Sancta, Theatrum Mundi, capital of
the Respublica Christiana. Even the government of the early modern city was
not a mere pragmatic fact but a dual authority that rested on the legacy of the
Galilean fisherman appointed by Christ himself and the prestige of an empire,
long gone but lately idealised by the patrons and protagonists of the Italian
Renaissance. The fabric of the city itself was pregnant with ideas, saturated with
stories, histories and monuments built on the blood and bones of martyrs. This
volume comprises the most up-to-date research on this topic in thirty specialist
contributions, exploring Rome from a range of angles, as both an early modern
city and a unique, compelling idea.

The idea of Rome has been a lure for scholars throughout the ages, from six-
teenth-century historians such as Onofrio Panvinio (–) to those writing
in the present volume. And yet that very same idea can cloud our vision of the
city and its significance, whether conceived as eternal ideal or a lamentable carica-
ture of stagnation and corruption. The illumination of Rome as both an idea and a
multi-faceted, changing city is the supreme achievement of this volume, which has
chapters on subjects from scientific knowledge to strangers and sounds, as well as
critical discussions about how and why ideas of Rome were shaped and used in the
period. Indeed, chapters by Simon Ditchfield and Margaret Kuntz highlight the
intense activity behind the cultivation of Roman Catholicism as a global idea
and ‘collective enterprise’ (p. ). This idea not only permeated liturgy, sanctity
and art in the city but, seeking to ‘collapse space and time’ (p. ), also shaped reli-
gious belief and practice from Mexico to Macau. The idea of Rome even had pol-
itical potency. Toby Osborne’s chapter on diplomacy reveals that early modern
Rome remained a crucial diplomatic hub, despite the challenges and aftermath
of the Reformation. For the city’s diplomatic spaces and ceremonies were not
only rich in symbolism, but often had a measurable impact, creating precedent
with influence well beyond the city walls.

Contributions to the volume also highlight how the city’s authorities and ideals
were engaged with particular, flawed realities, from syphilitics to sackings and sew-
erage. The city was demanding, reactive and creative; chapters on economy, infra-
structure, liturgy and charity confound any conception of Rome as a mere
stagnant, reactionary, consumer. Even the most entrenched, universalising
forces of religious morality and symbolism sparked innovation, growth and resist-
ance. The celebrations for the Holy Year of  saw numbers of pilgrims swell
from around , to ,. Whilst individuals in Rome’s Jewish community
subverted the imposition of norms, breaking laws to tend to Christian invalids
and stuffing their ears with wax to block out the preachers who sought to
convert them. Even Pope Paul IV, generally characterised as a reactionary, devel-
oped the ceremonies, sites and institutions of the city in response to external chal-
lenges and critiques. In this Rome, ‘disagreements, competition and injuries were
deep-seated social processes, not anomalies or violations that could be eradicated’
(p. ). In early modern Rome, critiques and challenges could shape the city just
as the grand universalising ideas that were often used to elide them.
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The thoughtful arrangement of the chapters into four thematic sections with
cross references across contributions allows readers to draw out links within the
sections and volume as a whole, looking at the city in three dimensions.
Confraternities and hospitals are places of charity, patrons of art and science, dip-
lomatic settings, and a means of cultivating identity. Even individuals emerge in
various guises. The ‘Second Apostle of Rome’, Filippo Neri, appears as a global
saint, the founder of a Roman pilgrimage, an object of anatomical experimenta-
tion and a figurehead of sacred archaeology. The physical fabric of Rome also
permeates chapters well beyond those focused on architecture and infrastructure,
revealing not only the symbolism but the lived experience of the city, with activities
sacred and mundane and the accompanying cacophony of sounds. As the editors
admit, much history ‘from above’ is necessary to understand the overarching
forces that shaped the city. Yet even chapters on subjects that might normally be
focused on only central institutions, such as civic government and identity,
discuss agents at the lowest rungs of Roman society, like the city’s militia. This
approach illuminates Rome’s character as a ‘polycentric’ and unusually ‘labile’
city (p. ) in legal, political and social terms. Both papal and civic laws sought
to dictate the status and lives of foreigners in the city, for example, but Irene
Fosi’s contribution shows us that integration could depend more on custom, occu-
pation and religious confession.

Like the choice of the term ‘early modern’, the time-frame covered by the book
had to be sufficiently inclusive to accommodate its specialist yet panoramic
approach. The expulsion of the Jews and Moriscos from Spain and the discovery
of the New World in  are a fitting point of departure to explore a city in
flux, facing new challenges and opportunities. The end point is two hundred
years later, when chances for social movement narrowed with a law clamping
down on the papal nepotism that had fuelled the rise of so many individuals
and families. This change reflects a crucial tension conveyed throughout the
volume: between the significant and very tangible effect of the idea of Rome,
and the practical reality of sustaining the city, its institutions and its people.
In early modern Rome, the ideal and the practical were often indivisible. Even
the provision of grain and water was imbued with symbolic significance. By offering
such a diverse and carefully curated collection of vedute on this unique city, this
volume makes an unparalleled contribution to our understanding of early
modern Rome as both an powerful idea and a dynamic, multivalent reality.

JESSICA M. DALTONLONDON
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A note of vehemence permeates this book. These fourteen church historians came
together at a conference entitled ‘Beyond Oberman: Luther and the Middle Ages’
and evidently agreed that Heiko Oberman’s effect on Luther scholarship after the
s, when he demonstrated that the Reformer’s theological roots lay in the late-
medieval context that had shaped him, had not been accepted either universally in
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