
information and impressive interviews, this author presents
an objective analysis of the sentiments of women activists
toward outside aid givers. It makes for a fascinating read
on development issues in a war-torn land, donor arro-
gance, agenda formation, transparency, and articulation
of needs.

In Part III, we see three forms of transnational activism.
“African Women’s Networks and the African Union” by
Melinda Adams shows the positive impact of regional net-
works as they go beyond state boundaries. Dorothy E.
McBride and Amy G. Mazur map feminist mobilization
through transnational networks in Western Europe. Fer-
ree and Tetyana Pudrovska look at feminist nongovern-
mental organizations on the Web in English. In the
conclusion, Nira Yuval-Davis acknowledges impressive
achievements in women’s rights but is understandably con-
cerned about the increasing hegemony of neoliberalism.

One of the strengths of this edited volume is that any
one article and section can be used, independent of oth-
ers, as a classroom assignment. The book has good poten-
tial for use as a text and can be accompanied by other
readings to cover many of its points. This work succeeds
in showing the complexity of the interaction of global
forces with feminist movements and agendas and changes
over time. It is full of insight and ideas from activists and
scholars who have pondered the problematics of the emerg-
ing system.

In conclusion, one point needs special attention. The
photograph on the cover of the book shows a Muslim
woman with a headcover. The caption reads “Iraqi Expa-
triates Vote.” Increasingly, American academic publica-
tions, even those that do not deal with either Muslims or
women, place pictures of women with a veil or some form
of headcovering on the covers of their publications. This
trend, which existed before, accelerated after 9/11. In coun-
tries as diverse as Afghanistan, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Paki-
stan, and Turkey, just to name a few, the headcover has
been a contentious issue. Women who fought against the
veil were ostracized, imprisoned, beaten, maimed, attacked
by acid, and killed for their beliefs. Male and female activ-
ists have insisted that headcovering should be neither
decreed by government nor forced by clergy and society,
and that it must be treated as a personal choice for indi-
vidual women. This choice includes different styles and
forms pertinent to the cultural and local contexts.

When a book on global feminism and human rights
carries one photograph and that of a woman with a head-
cover, what does it intend to convey? That even those with
headcovering are seeking their rights in the globalized
world? This is nothing new to those who knew the histo-
ries of Islamic countries that the West is trying to discover
under an umbrella of show, sensationalism, and market-
ability. The editors and publishers of Global Feminism
would do justice to its contents by either removing this
picture or adding many other faces and diverse features

from the global world they describe, including those from
the rich heritage of countries with predominantly Muslim
populations.

Democracy in Senegal: Tocquevillian Analytics in
Africa. By Sheldon Gellar. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 256p.
$79.95 cloth, $26.95 paper.
DOI: 10.1017/S1537592707072544

— Amy S. Patterson, Calvin College

What can Alexis de Tocqueville’s analysis of democracy in
America and France contribute to our understanding of
African democratic transitions? For Sheldon Gellar, the
answer is “much.” In this book, Gellar uses Tocqueville’s
methods of inquiry to analyze Senegal’s democratic expe-
rience. To do this, he emphasizes the historic, cultural,
institutional, and environmental factors that have shaped
Senegal’s political path from the precolonial period to the
present. He concludes that Senegal’s foundations for
democracy have gradually been strengthened and that the
“prospects for democracy there look reasonably good”
(p. 172).

The book begins by distinguishing Tocqueville from
the contemporary democratization literature, particularly
the work of Samuel Huntington. The author supports
Tocqueville’s broad definition of democracy that includes
liberty, equality, popular sovereignty, and self-governance,
and he contrasts this definition with Huntington’s (and
other unspecified analysts’) focus on elections and multi-
party competition. Gellar applauds Tocqueville’s asser-
tions that democracy is built from the bottom up and that
it is rooted in local identities. He asserts that “Tocquevil-
lian analytics” goes beyond the top-down, state-centric
approach found in the democratization literature to look
at peoples, their communities, and their capacity for self-
governance. He then contrasts this viewpoint with that of
Huntington, who supports a strong state that can mini-
mize national divisions based on subnational identities.
While this chapter highlights the ways in which Tocque-
ville differs from Huntington, it appears to portray Hun-
tington as the spokesman for a vast and increasingly diverse
democratization literature.

The next nine chapters focus on the environmental,
historical, sociocultural, and political components that have
shaped Senegal’s democratic process. Gellar takes history
seriously, providing an in-depth explanation of precolo-
nial social castes, cultural norms, and governance struc-
tures in several Senegalese ethnic groups. He describes
how social hierarchies, norms, and institutions changed
under French colonialism in ways that contributed to the
country’s democratic project: Muslim leaders with close
ties to their followers became important power brokers
and founded powerful, independent organizations; an elite
class of citizens in the Four Communes of Saint-Louis,
Gorée Dakar, and Rufisque embraced French education
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and became active in politics; and traditional warrior castes
lost the power to hold slaves and expropriate resources.
Thesedevelopmentsfosteredgreaterequality,afactorTocque-
ville saw as essential for citizen participation.

The book also investigates changes in political institu-
tions, from colonial rule to state tutelage under Senegal’s
first independence president, Léopold Sédar Senghor, to
political liberalization in the 1980s and 1990s. In this
comprehensive examination, Gellar points to the contin-
uance of political tendencies such as corruption, person-
alization of power, and state centralization. The book places
President Abdoulaye Wade’s efforts to squelch criticism,
control subnational institutions, and co-opt opponents
into these larger historical patterns. For example, despite
the 2000 election that brought the opposition Parti
Démocratique Sénégalais to power, the legislature and judi-
ciary remain weak. Rural councils, while increasingly auton-
omous, have often lacked resources to meet citizens’
demands for services.

In his optimism about the country, Gellar claims that
we must look beyond national politics to see Senegal’s real
democratization. The chapters on religion, associational
life, the media, language, and equality provide several pos-
itive examples. At times, though, the reader wishes for
more analysis of the complexities embedded in these illus-
trations. For example, the author details the rise of women’s
organizations, economic interest groups, and hometown
associations founded by Senegalese living abroad. He asserts
that not only do these associations provide important ser-
vices to their members but they also teach citizenship and
undermine traditional patron–client relationships. How-
ever, evidence presented to support these assertions about
political learning is minimal. In another example, the book
portrays Islamic organizations both as counterweights to
state power and as tolerant of other religions, though it
minimizes the inherent inequalities in the relationship
between religious leaders (marabouts) and followers.

The chapter on language is one of the most interesting,
particularlybecause thedemocratization literaturehas tended
to ignore the ways that language is used in the political realm.
Despite the ruling elite’s attempt topreserve theuseofFrench
in politics and the economy, Wolof has become increas-
ingly “recognized as the national Senegalese language”
(p. 138). Building on Frederick Schaeffer’s Democracy in
Translation: Understanding Politics in an Unfamiliar Cul-
ture (1998), Gellar details how Wolof words convey unique
meanings for such concepts as democracy, political change,
and accountability. The chapter further maintains that the
Senegalese have been able to maintain multiple identities
and linguistic pluralism, despite the dominance of Wolof,
and that this pluralism has not divided them but has enabled
them to better communicate. These arguments could
provide the foundation for future research that examines
language use and democratic attitudes, particularly among
non-Wolof ethnic groups.

There are two broad criticisms of Democracy in Senegal.
First, the reader may question how Senegal’s continuous
struggle with poverty and underdevelopment has shaped
its democratic transition at both the national and local
levels. Despite the book’s comprehensive nature, econom-
ics receives only cursory attention. For example, while it
shows that debt and structural adjustment policies con-
tributed to decentralization, the work downplays how pri-
vatization, trade liberalization, and remittances have shaped
economic opportunities and social inequalities. Second,
the components of Tocquevillian analytics that foster
democracy (e.g., institutional, cultural, and historical fac-
tors) sometimes overlap the definition of democracy itself.
For example, democracy embodies liberties (p. 2), but
liberties also are utilized as an institutional variable that
fosters democracy (Chapter 5).

Gellar’s many years of work, research, and travel
throughout Senegal make the book a detailed examina-
tion of one country’s democratic transition. It is a must-
read for any student of Senegalese politics, and through
its comparisons to the French and American democratic
experiences, it helps us think comparatively about Afri-
can political development. It clearly illustrates the ways
in which Senegal is different, from its unique colonial
experiences with French citizenship to its religious and
ethnic tolerance to its recent expansion of associational
life. In doing so, the book highlights one of Tocqueville’s
most important insights: that each country’s democratic
experience is shaped by its own history, culture, environ-
ment, and institutions.

Transformation and Trouble: Crime, Justice, and
Participation in Democratic South Africa. By Diana
Gordon. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2006. 400p.
$78.00 cloth, $28.95 paper.
DOI: 10.1017/S1537592707072556

— Karen Ferree, University of California–San Diego

When the African National Congress (ANC) took power
in South Africa after the first open elections in 1994, the
goals of its leaders were ambitious: In addition to securing
liberal rights and institutions, the party sought to address
the socioeconomic needs of an impoverished population
and deepen mass participation in the public sphere. In its
own words, it pursued transformation: not just the transi-
tion to democracy, but the deepening and enriching of
democracy that comes with true consolidation. Diana Gor-
don’s magisterial book tracks the country’s progress in one
aspect of transformation: the reform of the criminal jus-
tice system. As Gordon suggests, the criminal justice sys-
tem was an obvious institution to tackle: The police and
courts had been the frontline enforcers of apartheid’s laws.
Furthermore, geared around defending the racial hierar-
chy instead of crime control, the existing system struggled
mightily to deal with epic levels of violent crime besieging
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