
showcase Mexico as a great, modern nation with a prestigious ancient past’ (p. ))
and some dynamiting was probably involved in its ‘reconstruction’.
Questionable practices such as these have caused Batres not to be taken seriously by

historians of archaeology. Having ended up on the wrong side of the political spectrum,
at the moment of the Revolution of , and of the scientific divide, after the coming
of age of a generation of university-trained archaeologists, Batres came to be regarded as
little more than an amateur. There is no denying that he was an amateur, just as there is
no denying he did embody a way of doing science at the height of the Porfiriato.
Bueno’s book is an important contribution to the history of science and to cultural
history by making a case for the centrality of non-professionals and amateurs, like
Batres and his collaborators, to the very shaping of scientific disciplines.
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Antonio Sotomayor, The Sovereign Colony: Olympic Sport, National Identity, and
International Politics in Puerto Rico (Lincoln, NE, and London: University of
Nebraska Press, ), pp. xix + , £., hb.

A fundamental conundrum that this book seeks to resolve is how Puerto Rico is able
to exist as an Olympic nation while not being an independent nation-state. Although
formally a territory under US jurisdiction, Antonio Sotomayor argues that the island’s
engagement in international sport has allowed Puerto Rico to develop an identity that
recognises its close links to the United States while simultaneously constructing a form
of political autonomy. He employs the notion of colonial Olympism to describe the
process by which a colonial territory or postcolonial nation not only becomes fully
immersed in Olympic competition but uses it in the struggle for cultural survival
and political agency. In drawing a distinction between political and cultural national-
ism, Sotomayor maintains that the power and popularity of Olympic sports, whether
practised at a global or regional level, has allowed the island’s people to develop a sense
of collective identity that is at variance with their legal status as US citizens.
Paradoxically, the fact that Puerto Ricans have a national Olympic committee while
still benefiting from US citizenship might have the effect of prolonging the colonial
relationship, in that national identity and pride can be periodically satisfied in the
sports arena while political and economic stability are assured through ties to the
United States. As such, the question of colonialism that is at the heart of this book
is not approached from the perspective of the oppressor and the oppressed. Rather
it recognises the unique space that Puerto Rico and its people occupy and the ways
in which culture, in the form of sport, has allowed them to negotiate a mutually
acceptable compromise.
The chronological structure of Sotomayor’s analysis recognises that Puerto Rican

national identity as portrayed through sport developed within the shifting context
of twentieth-century international politics. The change from Spanish to US colonial
rule, the Good Neighbour policy, World War II, the decolonisation movements, and
the Cold War impinged upon the nation’s domestic politics and Olympic participa-
tion. As such, the chapters of the book reflect the way in which Puerto Rico adapted to
the contemporary international environment in order to maintain the fine balance
between political dependency and sporting autonomy.
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The early adoption of so-called modern sports in Puerto Rico will be familiar to
sports historians of Latin America. While Spanish colonial pastimes were rejected,
embracing new sports from the developed world was not only a sign of sophistication,
but signalled an intention to improve the intellectual and physical preparedness of all
citizens in the relentless search for modernity. Two interesting aspects of this process
apply to Puerto Rico. The first is that US invasion and subsequent colonisation meant
that the process of embedding new sports into Puerto Rican society came earlier than
it did in Mexico, for example, where the Revolution slowed down the process by more
than a decade. The second is that Puerto Ricans did not accept the ‘American way’
towards physical fitness unreservedly, but sought European examples that might
best suit their Hispanic cultural values. Within this discerning tendency, Sotomayor
identifies the early signs of a dualistic cultural approach that would later flourish
into the ability to develop a form of sporting nationalism within the confines of
colonialism.
During the s, the nature of Puerto Rico’s participation in regional sports

competitions reflected domestic political debate. In one respect, the participation of
Puerto Rican athletes showcased the progress and goodwill that could emanate
from a US territory. For others, particularly in the  Central American Games
in El Salvador, the flying of the Puerto Rican flag underlined the extent to which
those pushing for independence could test the boundaries of good neighbourliness
within the sporting arena. This approach to international sporting competition
allowed Puerto Rico to negotiate national identity without the need to have political
sovereignty. Moreover, it allowed Puerto Ricans to position themselves as a cultural
intermediary between the United States and Latin America: one that would periodic-
ally allow its sports administrators to substantiate their claim to be arbiters and active
members of the community of nations taking part in the Olympic Games. This stance
would come under close scrutiny after Puerto Rico gained Commonwealth status in
, and again when the island hosted the th Central American and Caribbean
Games in . Beyond the usual anxieties and self-doubts regarding the host’s
ability to meet its responsibilities, the presence of Castro’s Cuba at the Games
exposed the limits of Puerto Rico’s autonomy under the Commonwealth and its
strength as a leader in regional sports. Acting contrary to US diplomatic machinations
and International Olympic Committee regulations, Puerto Rico sought to ban Cuban
delegates, citing the large Cuban exile population on the island as a potential for
unrest. When the organising committee was eventually forced to reverse its decision,
few onlookers were in any doubt that, under the Commonwealth arrangement, Puerto
Rico lacked sovereignty over international diplomacy.
Sotomayor argues that sport in Puerto Rico became a site of contested politics,

popular agency, political autonomy, colonialism, progress, national identity and inter-
national belonging. While some might question the degree to which such attributes
can be attached to sport, this goes to the heart of Sotomayor’s thesis. The particular
circumstances of the island’s relationship with the United States meant that the apol-
itical, anti-racist, non-religious ethos of the Olympic movement gave diverse groups
within Puerto Rico one of the few spaces within which to define and redefine that
relationship.
Benefiting from a logical structure and accessible prose, this interesting book offers a

strong analysis of the interplay between domestic politics, international relations and
Olympic sports within a community seeking to reconcile the dualism that lies at the
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heart of what it means to be Puerto Rican. It is a welcome addition to the growing
literature on the role that sport has played in modern Latin American history.

KE ITH BREWSTERNewcastle University
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Eugenia Scarzanella, Abril: Un editor italiano en Buenos Aires, de Perón a Videla
(México: Fondo de Cultura Económica, ), pp. , pb.

Eugenia Scarzanella’s study of Abril is a rich and detailed account of one of
Argentina’s most famous publishing houses. Between its foundation by Italian exile
Cesare Civita in the early s and the military dictatorship that came to power
in , Abril employed some of the country’s leading journalists, photographers,
comic writers and artists, and it published many of the most influential magazines
of the period, including Misterix, Claudia, Panorama and Siete Días, among others.
The book is, in the main, structured historically: the first two chapters deal princi-

pally with the exile from Europe of the publishing house’s founding members in the
late s and Abril’s activities just before and then during the first Peronist admin-
istration (–). Chapter  is focused on Claudia, the fashion and cultural maga-
zine that was an early example of a publication that targeted women and which ran
between the late s and the early s. Chapter  analyses the news publications
of the same period: Panorama, Siete días ilustrados and Semana gráfica. Chapter  ana-
lyses Abril’s move into the international market, particularly in Brazil. And the final
chapter looks at the impact of the political tensions of the s on the publishing
house and Civita’s eventual decision to sell the company in .
Scarzanella’s handling of this complex period in Argentine history will be clear to

those already familiar with its broad narrative. Other readers may find it slightly harder
to follow the political wrangling that shaped the period she covers, not least as the
chapters that are organised around specific publications rather than periods occasion-
ally go over the same ground. At the same time, a little more discussion of the wider
context of the Argentine publishing industry and the manner in which Abril’s history
and publications compare to those of other publishing houses active during the same
period would have helped locate and determine the particularities of her case study.
One of the book’s principal and most forceful arguments is that the success of Abril

rested on friendships and personal associations, ones that shaped a transnational
network of social and intellectual capital. Targeting different consumer groups via a
range of simultaneous publications (p. ), Abril utilised the vibrant exchange of
ideas, money and political influence created by that network to ensure that it not
only survived but also thrived during an extremely turbulent period in Argentine
history. Scarzanella further argues both that Abril offered a space of encounter for
Italian and Jewish exiles – the latter wielding what is referred to at one point in the
book as ‘capital étnico’ (p. ) – and also that it functioned as a kind of ‘safe
house’ from political persecution. Scarzanella’s argument is reinforced by the fact
that, whilst Abril was initially a place where all new employees came from an
‘ethnic, family or friendship network’ (p. ), with its success came a process of
expansion that dismantled the familial as the foundation for the functioning of the
publishing house.
Scarzanella’s suggestion that Abril was a haven for those on the left who were being

persecuted by both Peronists (it is not entirely clear whether it is Scarzanella’s or
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