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The report is about ten times longer than those of
most comparable studies ; what use is made of this
extra length ? There is a 2 1-point code of good
practice by which these other studies are judged.
Theories as to how ECT works are surveyed, and the
physics of current distribution between the electrodes
is reviewed. Finally, some 600 comparisons generated
by a battery of psychological testsâ€”but yielding only
53 statistically significant differencesâ€”are reported on
and evaluated.

Those who are willing to sift the main points from
the details will find this a valuable and careful study
which usefully brings together information widely
scattered in the journals.

D. H. MYERS,ConsultantPsychiatrist,
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Shelton

The Psychopath. A Comprehensive Study of
Antisocial Disorders and Behaviours. Edi
ted by W. H. REID. New York: Brunner/Mazel.
1978. Pp 349. $17.50.

This book consists largely of a collection of review
articles on various aspects of antisocial disorders. It
is divided into three parts, the first supposedly
addresses itself to the â€˜¿�philosophy and sociology'
which surround antisocial disorders ; the second,
which comprises over half the book, examines the
literature on psychopathy from different theoretical
viewpoints ; the third, and shortest section, comments
on aspects of treatment.

Although in the first chapter the editor offers us the
proposed D.S.M.III criteria for antisocial person
ality, this is not, by any means, adhered to by even
the majority of authors writing in the book. She,
however, can understand their problem when the
literature which they draw from to support or
oppose different viewpoints is itself riddled by
semantic confusion and lack ofstandard definitions.

Within these limitations, and the limitations that
several of the reviews have appeared (if in slightly
different form) elsewhere, there is much of interest in
the book. The first section is certainly the weakest and
no attempt is made to trace the historical develop
ment of the concept which is surely an important
element in trying to understand its â€˜¿�philosophyand
sociology'. The second section contains some interest
ing papers, including rather over lengthy presen
tations of the psychoanalytical viewpoint, with
papers on Social and Familial Correlates, Neuro
logical Aspects and Psychophysiological Research
Findings which provide a good lead into the American
literature (being an American book one must perhaps

excuse the sparsity of reference to English works).
The third section on treatment reflects how far
psychiatry has to go if it is to play any role in the
treatment ofthese disorders.

In general then, this is a book that repays dipping
into rather than comprehensive reading but, as such,
is probably worth a place in most libraries.

T. G. TENNENT,Medical Director,
St Andrew's Hospital, Northampton

Search for Harry Price. By TREVORH. HALL.
London: Duckworth. 1978. Pp 237. Â£7.95.

When in 1948 Harry Price received an urgent call
from his Maker, he can have had no very firm con
viction of personal survival. The last thirty years
or so of his life had been spent in propagating that
belief; but while he bamboozled others he may not
have succeeded in bamboozling himself. He was the
premier ghost-finder and psychic journalist of his age.
He wrote many best-sellers, including The Most
Haunted House in England and The End of Borley Rectory,
apart from numerous articles and radio appearances.
His press-cuttings, sedulously collected, filled 40 folio
volumes. He donated a very valuable library on all
occult subjects to the University of London
the Harry Price Library in the Senate House. By a
hair's breadth he missed an honorary doctorate from
the University of Bonn. But it was all to elevate the
fame of Harry Price ; and the ghosts at Borley were
largely ofhis own making.

The Haunting of Borley Rectory (1956) by Dr Trevor
Hall (with E.J. Dingwall and K. M. Goldney) was a
complete exposure of the mystification and trickery
that had gone to the making of the Most Haunted
House saga. This was indeed recognised at the time by
reviewers and critics ; but the ghosts had been
scotched and not finally laid. The saga was too good a
story not to be revived by the unscrupulous. As Price
himself said, â€œ¿�somany people prefer the â€˜¿�bunk' to
the â€˜¿�debunk'.â€•

But there is great joy in the debunk. Dr Hall's
ruthless sanitary operation is as diverting as instruc
tive. He is a biographical researcher of immense
industry and expertise; more, he is a detective of
genius. Poor Harry has been stripped of all his bogus
trappings and left with but a single shift to cover his
nakedness. He did give that exceptional library into
public guardianship.

ELIOT SLATER, Honorary Fellow,
The Royal CollegeoJPsychiatrists
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